and some people know of my association with him.
If I gave the whole story, they might begin to hate
him/'

Seeing Bapu's equal tenderness towards all human
beings, I was reminded of something that had happened
many years before:

After Bapu's speech in the Banaras Hindu Uni-
versity/ there had arisen a long-drawn-out and heated
controversy in the papers, centring around Bapu and
Mrs. Annie Besant. Referring to that, Shri Natarajan
of Bombay wrote in his Indian Social Reformer: "Every
one's honour is safe in his (i.e., Bapu's) hands/' a tribute,
I thought, which was as splendid as it was well-deserved.
No one except Natarajan has so beautifully described
this aspect of Bapu's character.

Another story comes to my mind here.

We were talking about a prominent Muslim
national worker. I mentioned some rather dubious
things he had done (from the public point of view).
Bapu said sadly: "Yes, and he has fallen in my opinion
because of them. But what of that? He is not going
to suffer thereby. It matters little whether any one
rises or falls in my opinion. My love remains ever the
same."

1 On February 4,  1916.
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